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Three Men Now in
Congress ; Were Pio---

neers in Alaska They
Braved the Dangers
and Hardships of
Those ? Early Days.
Senator Pittman of.
Nevada, Senator Lane

' of Oregon, Representa- -'

tive White of Ohio and
, Delegate Wickersham
.Were Once Heal .

"Sourdoughs." ' '
special OorrespoBdenc ' - ' ; .'.
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HEN thousands of
'

man-heart- ed pio-

neers poured Into
Alaska, drawn by
the lure o' new-stru-

gold; when
death-dealin- g Cbil- -.

coot and White
Horse opened Deri.--.

'lous trallways into
the new bonanza;
when the utter- -IK" TUB''mnt hidden , val--

tmvm rtf tha nr fwilif anA VnAW tViA amn
fleams of prospectors who gutted the
beds of whispering virgin creeks and then
founght their way "out side" with their
precious dust and nuggets, through storm
swirl and disease and madness, three

.. men of political destiny were among that
arctic brotherhood. .

Today all v of
Alaska pioneers, to the very bone are
contemporaneously- - in Congress.. '

'
- They are Senator Key Pittman of . Ne-
vada, Senator Harry Lane of Oregon, and

- Representative George White of Ohio to
ay nothing of James Wickersham, dele-

gate from the big land up yonder, who
got to Nome in .1900 just in time to offlcl- -.

ate, as district judge, In the flnal rout of
the grafters which Key Pittman, as first
district attorney of that troubled settle-me- n,

had so well commenced.
The present "Gentleman from Nevada"and the "Gentleman from Ohio" bothbrought out tidy golden stakes from the

'.. wilderness. "The Gentleman from Ore- -gonv did notv
But all of them brought back "pokes"

full of rich experience, paid for in muscle,toil; daring and starvation, disease andperil. They still dream dreams of baconand beans, placers, bench claims high
above Discovery creeks, and of the long-gon- e

"Dawson days, with its sin andblaze, and the town all open vide!"Tales they can tell of the long, slow,
danger-ridde- n mush "inside," when anarctic, death ran trace-tig-ht with' .eachsled leader; of dog-tea- m dashes to new.strikes through man-killin- g. Yukonnights; .of tented towns where the blareof the gramophone drowned the click ofnervous roulette and the slap of cardsfrom . the faro dealer's Tiand, and of, Midas months, when the Argonauts ofthe north had nothing to eat save gold!

Key Pittman's experiences alone would
fill volumes. Every phase of gold-cam- p
life is a familiar story to him, for he ranthe gamut of all the wild new land hadto offer In adventure and peril and ro--
raw,C,e: "naaJly brinln y With himwas Miss Mimosa Gates.

.from Dawson City to Nome, across 2 200
bTmarrSr

"Wnen Senator k vengaged m the unsuccessful been
law Pratlce of
office e,uiPtt'an0d .wfth aw,ay his
chased with pnxcly 'L ,' pur"

; started for Skagwav i.wIaSt Peniy.

Alaska Kold ckmps; r&b$&,J&
and the

advenJuremtlfent?oTbleKaVuntuehrUnf

Sar""' nua.ntfounde
one,J1ni-h- t at the head of wEiteHorse rapids. And that was where KeyPittman's northern fame forthe morning, heedless of felloe-travele-

rs

L.,.Wt.re maWn Portage
III?' yungr lawyr and his parufer

shoved off and headed for thefrothing death pool. .

roar of the water rushing into thegorge effectually drowned the warning
W hfk .lh Were sent from the bank.

Jh.uhe yunS men caught the im-port of the, yells.
"I'll tote no more outfits on land"'young Pittman growled.
That's the way I feel about It!"Nashua replied, and then they were in

.r -r-:-
:r

"The. foam began to fly. It was soon so
thick I could not see the bow of theboat." Senator Pittman declares. "Jim

. would shout back directions to me 'Alittle to right.' 'or 'hard left!'" and "Iblindly obeying, working the steeringoar, blindly guided the barge.
"The boat swept to the rim of therapids. It paused for an instant, shaking

as a dog shakes when he comes fromthe water. Then It took the seven-fo- ot

plunge over the first of the rapids, like a
diver. My oar snapped. But by thattime we were well out of danger, and for
the first time a 'Chechahko' tenderfoothad run the rapids."

Walking back un tha itnw th..m- -
his partner repeated the - performance
naii a. uuuen umes, Dringlng other boatsthrough at a profit of about $75 foreach trip.

But in spite of the money he had made,the young lawyer had only a lonely ten-ce- nt

piece in addition to his half a ton ofgrub when long afterward he arrived inIawson City.
"Drinks were a dollar apiece, too,"

aid the senator, recalling his plight
"That's poverty."

For the next two years young Pitt-man attended strictly to plater mining,
after having gotten a start by chopping
wood at $30 a cord. His mining proved
successful. He staked many claims
which paid well, and one of them he sold
for $15,000.

But the joys of placer mining, paled,
and he finally started for Nome. 2.200
miles away, over trails that would turn
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family as a shipmate, but Andrews jtuck
to his stand and I ..ad co agree, rith t'.ie
result, that after a, t'ovage that. 'Pay
Dirt' very successfully kept from being
monotonous, we reached- Dawson City and
butchered him. He brought us $1,250 in ;

dust.
Twice Representative . White narrowly

missed'death in the wilds; once soon aft-
er arriving at Dawson, when he was
thrown Into the swollen river : from a
broken log raft, to be dragged out un-
conscious; and again when, the follow-
ing winter, he went on .stampede to the
Dominion Divide, became separated from
his companions and was lost. Mr. White's
claim w3 on the "bench" above famous

The Salmon Party.
Rep resentatiye

J. A. Palconer of
W a s h i 't gton is
about to enter the
race for senator
from his state,
though he is now
just serving his
first

- term in the
House. He is a
Canadian .by birth,
his parents com-
ing from Ontario

IV - Tv.,iE: to this. - country
when' he was butML four years "of- - age.

. Falconer Is from
the great salmon country, where.- - thou-
sands gain a living by catching the
fish, canning them and shipping all
over the world. It is the habit of : the
salmon to come in big "runs" every
four years, and these are flush times at
the canneries.

One day Falconer was standing on
the dock at Seattle when a friend, who
!ived in Alaska, happened by and ask-
ed him about things 'n general and
politics in particular.

"I hear you have the bull moose
party down here," remarked .the
friend, "but we can "oeat you up In
Alaska we have the salmon arty up
there."

"The salmon party? How's 'that?"
asked Falconer with interest.

"Oh." replied the Alaskan, "it's what
you folks down here call the .demo-
cratic. Vp ihere we have named it the
salmon because jvery tour years they I

.nake a big run and then we can them."

required amount ii specie."'. I 'wtnt ba-- k
up the rt"or with hi.n; when he arrive!
he found be' bad tor; sited SS.t'OO more,
but as th3 mia was then paying $400 a
day, ha.t didn't caus him much worry.

Just about the- - time- - that 'jCey Pittman.
as district attorney of tie consent gov- - la.
ernmcnt of Nome, had. completed the frout of the grafters who were jumping

and robbing the prospectors with .

a high-hand- lawlessness. Judge James
Wickersham, now delegate from Alaska,
was appointed federal . judge for the
Nome district Strictly speaking, the
judge is not a Vsourdough," Jiaving done
little prospecting on his own hook. But
he exercised functions, to tie. Jterritory during the' days 'when lawman
order had not quite become the jecof
nized authority, and his flrst- - case,- -

a, T'n.U..l.n .,,, that a tnllrHM-p- r

who had claimed three victims. ... ITTI -

Judge Wickersham has been vitally and t
actively Interested ' in all moveraefcm, J

toward the betterment of "Seward's tee-- jbox," and one of his pet hobbies mjwjij --

the collection of every scrap of informs--
tion which has ever been printed 'ab$ j
the land of his adoption.

the hearts of any man, there to resume
his practice of law.
. When he reached Nome he picked out
as the' site of' his office a location on the
landward side of the beach. But the
military governor had given orders, that
sill buildings should be erected on the
seaward side. ' Yet small things like gov-

ernor's orders did not daunt the young
attorney.
: Thereupon he constructed his shack on
the seaward side and, waiting his chance
one dark night, bodily moved the whole
.building to the coveted landwaMl side,
where the military senary, glad of the
shelter it. afforded biro, concluded that
his orders prohibited anybody from build-
ing there, but did not command him to
tear down anything which was built,
and so the shack remained.

'..."-.'"'..- ' '

He soon became well known as a legal
light, and he was frequently called, upon
to defend prisoners whose lnnocense was
a matter of great doubt. Such an one
was Red Ben, hanger-o- a of one of the
big gambling emporiums. .

The story Is told that one day a man
who is now a famous author . rushed
Into. Pittman' little office.

"They've got Ben!", he announced.
"What's he charged with?"
"Stealing ten sacks of coal," Attorney

Pittman, who was aoout that time almost
down to- "hard pan" financially, was
told.

"Can you prove he's not guilty?" Pitt-
man asked diplomatically.

VSure; plenty of witnesses," was the
instant reply. ...

"Well, I'll take the case, only some-
body's got to come across with money
this time," the attorney decided.

"Well," returned the author. "We've
no money; but 'we'll give you half?;ot coal." '

Not long after that Key Pittman start-
ed the movement ' for a government by
consent and. In the role of the young dis-
trict attorney, he appears in that novel
of early Nome days, "The Spoilers."

It was not long after the establishment
of territorial government that Key Pitt-
man returned to the United States, fol-
lowed the gold rush Into Nevada and
from that state was sent to the Senate.

''Gold fever" is the laconic justification

,1W
".Little Rhody."

Senator Henry F.
Llppitt of Rhode
Island, though com-
ing from the small-
est state, has prob- -
ably tne largest1

j YJI' f I Purse in the Senate,
I nis rating being

$15,000,000, enough
to Keep the wolf
from the door for
several weeks. I.ip-pitt- 's

family is one
of the oldest in the
country. his first

J ancestor having come
to America in 1638. following Roger Wil-

liams, and this John Lippitt obtained
land in the origin3l Providence planta-
tions, the senator, retaining some cf this
first grant in his family to this day. The
Lippitts fought In all the American wars

Indian revolution, 1812, Mexican and
civil, being thoroughly Identified with
state and national affairs.

Lippitt's hobby Is yacht racing. He Is
a member of the New York clubs which
Indulge in this millionaire sport, and
owns several winning boats, having once
captured the Astor cup. But his business
In life is directing his immense cotton
mills, the largest of which is located at
v oonsocket. When a young man he
studied the subject of dyes, and was the
Inventor of that color known over the
world as "turkey-red,- " a shade which
is not faded by either water or sun and
used so extensively now in cotton fast
goods.

The Lippitt mills at Manville are very
near the boundary line between Massa-
chusetts and Rhody. One day a man who
was interested in manufacturing called
on Lippitt and was shown through the
huge factory by the senator. For a '.ong
time they tramped trom room to room
until the man, almost exhausted, dropped
Into a seat.

"I would like to ask you a question,
senator"? he remarked in a weak voice.

"All right," replied Lippitt.
"Well, I would like to know if we are

In Massachusetts or still in Rhode Island
after our walk"! -

which Representative White given for his
peregrinations in the land where "the
livid tundras keep their tryst with the
tranquil snows," and after two years and
a half among the rigors of Dawson City's
early days, he came-bac- k to the state.)
with a good sized poke of gold, as well as
a parallel to Senator Pittman's shooting
of the Wiiite Horse Rapids, for the young 1

Ohioan also established a .precedent. He
and his partner, a E. Andrews, of Del-ava- n,

N. Y., were the first to take a barn-
yard animal over dread Chllcoot Pass.

In at the death of that ignobility of
Sakgway s early history "Soapy George,"
Mr. Whiie, tnen nut twenty-si- r years old,
soon, afte stax'ted over the Chllcoot

"Not even a sheep could go unassisted
over the Chilcoot m those days," Mr.
White said. "But that didn't deter An-
drews from conceiving the wild notion
that the only way we could hope for
heaven or. reward was through the pur-
chase of a decrep't px, one of the only
two In Skagwas.

"The little intimate details of chamber-maidin- g

that old bovine reprobate over
the trail makes me weep even yet. When
he'd break his moorings and upset sev
eral of the Mushars and cheir packs.-A-

drews and l would t aoout as; popu-
lar as measle 'microbes in. an orphan
asylum. .................

"But we finally got old 'Pay Dirt' over
the divide, and just in time, at that, to
escape the snowslide from whteh we
aterward took half a hundred bodies.

"Once o nthe.' other side, . though,' Pay
Dirt became a bonanza all in himself.
By loading him down and he could haul
as much as he could start we sometimes
made $50 or $60 day out of him.

"On th-- i shore of Lake Bennet,- - where
we maa our barge, I revolted at my
'duties of chambermaid to the" old fellow.
But Andrews wouldn't hear" of butchering
him. 'He's mad us a lot of money, and
he's move than "velvec" to us He'll be
still more valuable Jii Dawson City.' '.'

'
: :

"By that' time, the' hif ton Of moldy
hay Which we had acquired lth the clem
fello-- aad been exhausted.. ' Mid, to
keep him Aom starving,' we began to di-

vide our baked beans with him. 33fore
we had reached Dawson City he'd
munch baked navies y rice just the same
as we did. ,

"I didn't much like the prospect of set-
ting out across the lakes with a. full
grown ancient member of the Auroch

r,"-g- !
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Saving His Bullet.

Senator Ashurstr
himself an

is filled
to. o r e r flowing
with .good cow-
boy ' yarns, and
praong-- his fiiends

frequently
called upon to
tell what they
call the ' "wild
west" stories. -

One of his stories
rehearses the ex-
periences of a

1 & cowboy who had
a grudge with a

man in town named Jim Smith' and
had resolved to get him expeditiously
and effectively. He rode Into town one
day and, in anticipation of the exer-
cises, took' a little stimulant. Then he
took a little more and a little more,
and in a little while his grudge had
extended from the single individual to
the whole wide world.

He went forth to battle or to die.
And the flrst person who happened to
cross his blazoned path- - was Hlng Lee,
a Chinese laundryman. In a moment
the cowboy had yanked out his young
cannon and let fly. Hlng Lee subsided
to the in a heap, "Uttering
shrill yapping sounds.

The report of ihe revolver and the
fall of Hing Lee brought the cowboy
to himself.

"Gosh!" he said, regretfully, as he
gazed at the smoking pistol he held in
his hand. "That was the bullet I was
savin' particular for Jim Smith."

iTTcmeTrgm T) AWSON"
MM

leiTY-- A Trip Of 2200
1 rVTiT V

Eldorado creek, and he struck It rich on
nls first-claim- . - '

"Scurvy?" asked the representative Jin
reply - to a Question. "I never had "it
Oh. the boys used to it around of"Sun-
days 'and feel their teeth to see ' if they
were loosening, and that was a pleasant
pastime, wasn't - it? 3ut I .ad been
warned that lemonade was a good preven-
tive for the sicknass. I followed the
beverage ill the way rrom $1 a glass,
made with one-ha- lf a lemon, - to $1.75.
Then I .iad o quit" .. .

Although he .had "inside information"
on the strike of 1898. when it was brought
outside by Nash, Senator-Lan- e did- not
go to Alaska until six years later. He

Senator Charles
S.yThomas of Col-
orado delights to
tell this joke on
his own beloved
Rocky mountains:
. "We have the

most wonderful
scenery ' In the
world out. In. Colo-
rado," - enthuses
the senator, "and
our canyons and
gorges are 'mar-
vels of nature's
h a n diwork. As
for our echoes

; . listen to this: -
"A guide was taking a ijarty of . tour-

ists by coach through the mountains
west of Denver. As' they descended
the side of a steep canyon he halted
the coach- - a nd ordered ; his party to
alight Then, ranging them up along
the roadside, he poke:

".'In this canyon, ladies and gentle-
men, !ls the most remarkable echo In

the state; indeed, probably the most
wonderful In the United States, and.
possibly, in the world. Now, listen!' .

"Forming his hands like a mega-
phone, he shouted across the empty
void of the canyon:

'' 'Hello-o-o-o-o- !'

' "In a few seconds there came, from
the opposite side of the canyon in
tones like a human voice the reply:'

." 'Hello-o-o-Oro- !'

''Wonderful! Marvelous!" exclaimed
the members of the party, as a buzz of
admiration ran through the ranked
line.

."Now. just listen to this.' said. the
guided proud of his little show, and
again raising Iiis hands to his mouth
he shouted:

'"What are y" doing over there?"
"And' from the tangled thicket that

clothed the opposite wall the echo an--
qwered:

" 'None o' your business I" t

I a'gggsg! '
A Wonderful Echo.

'

'I,

u
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went jflrst to Nome, .where,, taken with
Inflammatory. ' rheumatism, he spent sev-
eral months knocking, about botanlalng
and recovering befcije he struck out for j
ot. Allcnaela, jid from there on a steam-
er . wnere "he prospected for
many mojthij beto.-- e starting for Valdez,
In a temperature of 46 balow, by way of
the Tanana river, acroM to the Big Del-
ta"; over another divide along the Big
Delta river-an- d down the Gccona Rab-b- lt

river) ' headwaters until he finally
came to the government trail.

., .'

i

.One of the bent witu'ies In "Senator
Lane's collection Is t...t of ' how Fair-
banks. A laskaa, tame into being.

"It was all a fluke," said the senator,
'and ,he . wildest chance that I have

ever known. . It was this way:' Capt
Bennett. In the early nineties, set out
from Portland to Alaska, to establish a
trading poet 'and once in the new coun-
try- fell in with Charlie Smith, then gov-

ernment customs agent at Circle City.
They made a partnership of it sunk all
their capital In grub and supplies, guns
and ammunition, and laid their course for
Tanana Crossing, which lies some 500
miles above the mouth of the Tanana
river. : ;

"In their hired boat they went up the
Tanana. where no gold whatever had
been discovered, until they came to the
Chena rapids, . and there turning in
Chena Slue,-mad- e a detour, .going about
forty miles further before their boat-
man, on account of rapidly falling water;
refused to go farther. Turning pack, he
dumped them, bag and baggage, in the
heart of the wilderness at thsmouth of
Chena Slue. There Were no Indians,
even in that part of the world, so that
Bennett and Smith, who soon discovered
they had been exiled upon a delta, were
hard put to It to find a market for their
stock.

"But. striking Into the wilderness they
discovered, about twenty-flv- d miles from
the delta, a creek which they named Gold
stream. Ven miles farther away they
found another, and they called this
Cleary creek- - And. minijyou. not a nug-
get or grain had been washed from either
of them. k

;

"Nevertheless, they supplied Indian
runner with a few stray nuggets they
had. and started them tc the settlements
to tell of a marvelous new bonanza, so
that when the stampeeders came, they
might purchase the goods.

"On came the rush. And among the
miners was one Frank Manly. He had
Just. $320., Bennett and Smith got this for
grub and supplies. Then they sold him
claims Three and Five below their 'Dis-

covery" claim, upon a contract calling for
the payment of $10,000 before the follow-

ing 1st of August. A penalty of $300 a
day thereafter was attached until the
claim should again revert to Bennett.

' Frank Manly started to work. By
August 1 he had taken out more than
$100,000. Cleary creek was richer than
Eldorado creek. But when Manly came
to pay his $4O,00O-hi- s attention was called
to the tact that the payment was to be
made in United States gold.

"There were then some, 7,500 people in
Fairbanks, but there was'hardly one gold
coin, and Bennett wouldn't accept dust.
So dpwn to Nome went Manly, and by
dint of bard going managed to dig up the

Improving the Potato. tti.-

FRENCH agricultural experts have
that the potato, that standard

food of the . western hemisphere,' ,3ieed4 i
rejuvenation. The common practice in t

raising new potatoes Is to cut up old ones i
and plant them. After a series of expert- - J
ments the scientists have come to ffit
conclusion that the; continual "repoducV
tion of the potato without the use ot
seed has resulted In its deterioration, on
the same theory that the hrterhreedHair
of animals will result In their." deterlora- - i
"on- -

' ' , -

Hence they have, with the aid"
certain fungus, begun the planting of"
crop which has so far shown-itse-lf prg.
tically immune Trom potato- - diseases. , TErl
was. at first thought that the potato er "5
could he improved ii raised rrom sesu
This process, however, proved too
and weary. '.""-- . vrJ

The new fungus process wur prooacfl
be adopted by other countries.

: ii?
- o --'IHats Off, Boys!..

Tl 71 RS. CHARLES H. ANTHONY;. ,"ifff ,

1V1 Muhcie woman ' who, with. fift,en. 'I.

trunk loads of' gowns of her' own desi$g
has gone to Europe; to teach the Eiirpf I

said in ttS Vpean dressmakers a lesson,
restaurant - Of the steamer: - " . ' - .

"The American woman - is the bes "

dressed woman in the world. And the
American man is the best dressed man
In the world a fact so well . recognized
in Europe that he doesn't have" 46' '3 ' --

over there with fifteen trunks to' est
lish his -- claim. j- -

"Yes. in dress as in morals, the An ,
lean man leads. 5' -

"And how splendid his morals aretST," J '
-- X girl sculptor from the Philadelphia --

Academy of Fine Arts was travelingSU. '
the wilds of the west alone. - ;

" 'But aren't you afraid to travel Th- - t
protected?" an English rancher asked d
'"'So; oh. no," Bhe answered. .. 'ge-.- -

sides. I ' don't travel unprotected--.
1L '

t
never - venture beyond the call .pf lS3.
American gentleman." . "I

I '


